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Dear Friends 

 

On the gravel driveway beside my car a paper bag awaited my return after 

a morning service in Manor Valley, not long after I had become the 

minister there.   Its contents were hidden but were tantalizingly bulging.  

Closer inspection revealed a harvest of delight.  Potatoes!  Large, small, 

medium, oval, rounded, smooth, dimpled, white and shades of red, and 

straight from the ground it seemed with the earth still clinging to them.  

From the simple note pinned inside the bag, regal varieties among them -

- Lord Rosebery, Red Duke of York and British Queen.  A wonderful gift 

-- and not the potatoes only, but also the gifts of care, of thoughtfulness 

and enthusiasm with which they had been harvested, and shared. 

Then and there my fascination with potatoes began -- and still continues 

and will continue on and on.  And in these more than twenty years since 

that gift, I’ve still not yet met a potato I didn’t like -- and there are 

hundreds of varieties to seek out and try.  Please tell me about the potatoes 

you’ve known and liked and I shall listen happily. 

Suffice to say that had that first gift not been given, all those years ago, 

the passion might never have been kindled. 

That’s the remarkable thing about gifts and about sharing.  Mostly we 

don’t know the effects of our giving and sharing but, as a pebble cast into 

a loch ripples outward in larger and larger circles to distant and unknown 

shores, even the humblest offerings are likely to have repercussions far 

beyond our reckoning -- a lifetime’s interest transmitted, a skill taught, a 

wonder communicated, a generosity inspired, a compassion awakened, 

an appreciation roused. 

Believing that no gift has a final recipient, I wonder if a good thing is a 

good thing unless it is shared or given.  Certainly, the health of humanity, 

of nations and peoples, depends upon that urge to give of oneself and 

one’s best.  And from that, who knows what greater good and what 

greater interest might be kindled.  As we are givers, therefore, and as we 

are also recipients, may that marvellous exchange be carried on through 

us. 

And may the harvest be a good one -- especially the potatoes. 

 

Nancy Norman 

Locum Minister Tel  01721 721699. Mobile  07801 058 404  



BLYTHSWOOD SHOE-BOX APPEAL 
 
As summer is over and autumn has approached our thoughts turn albeit 
rather early to our annual shoe-box appeal for Blythswood.  The headline for 
this years appeal "Make someone happy this Christmas", therefore leaflets 
are now available in church at each door.  Please feel free to pick up a leaflet 
which has all the instructions needed to fill an average sized shoe-box.  These 
boxes must be returned no later than 5th November so that they can reach 
their destinations overseas. 
 
If you require any further information please get in touch with either 
Marianne Jack 660862 or Pat Graham 01721 752205 
 
 

BETHANY CARE VAN – NEWS UPDATE 
 
I recently attended a meeting of the Care Van Circle representing our West 
Linton group. This forum monitors how the service is performing with the 
opportunity for volunteers to provide feedback, suggest practical 
improvements and pray for its continuing success. The Care Van service is a 
partnership of the Bethany Christian Trust and Edinburgh City Mission 
working with about 750 volunteers in 40 local church teams. Our overall aim 
is to show in practical ways the love of Christ to homeless and vulnerable 
street people in Edinburgh. 
  
 EVENING(daily) – serve soup, rolls, hot drinks: hand out warm clothing, 
sleeping bags/blankets, toiletries. 
Daily user numbers fluctuate significantly during the year with averaging 50 in 
the warmer months, but dropping to 35 when the overnight care shelter 
service is in operation. Total annual numbers have gradually reduced over the 
last 3 years. There have been 10281 attendees so far this year. 37000 hot 
drinks were handed out in 2016. 
 
LUNCHTIME (Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday at present) – serve 
sandwiches and other lunchables, hot and cold drinks, fruit 
Average daily attendance is about 45 users throughout the year with a 
seasonal dip in December. Total annual numbers have dropped in the last 2 
years. The rolling total is 6309 users so far this year. 



CARE SHELTER – larger church in the city centre provide free overnight 
accommodation from October to March with evening meal/breakfast. 
In 2016-17, a total of 8367 sleepers used this facility, averaging 46 per night. 
9450 hot meals were provided. 
 
CARE VAN – because the vehicle itself is now showing its age, a major interior 
refit is scheduled shortly. When completed, this will ensure a safe, hygenic 
environment for volunteers and service users. 
  
HOW IS SUCCESS TO BE MEASURED? 
 
Volunteers return to their warm comfortable homes feeling satisfaction at 
delivering these statistically impressive services…… BUT the long-term aim 
must be to render the service unnecessary by implimenting effective 
measures by various agencies to eliminate chronic homelessness. 
 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP SUPPORT THE CAUSE? 
 
The West Linton group is run by Karen King at St. Mungo’s church. Bethany 
allocates us 8 duty nights per year typically the third Sunday of the month. 
Each outing involves a team of 5 including driver. New additions are always 
welcome to supplement our existing pool of volunteers to help share the 
load. Giving direct practical support on the street can be very rewarding but 
may not suit everyone. The frontline team can only function efficiently with 
back up from the wider church community. If you enjoy making soup, could 
you provide a batch to serve from the van? Do you have surplus serviceable 
clothing in the house that could be donated to help keep street people warm 
and dry? Fleeces, jumpers, hoodies, hats, gloves, scarves, socks, jackets are 
most in demand. Sleeping bags and blankets are also in demand. Toiletries ( 
toothpaste / brushes, deodorant, soap, etc) are a welcome luxury because 
they help recipients maintain personal dignity in difficult circumstances. 
If any of these suggestions appeal to you, please contact Robert Higgins 
(phone 660629) to discuss options in more detail. It really can be rewarding 
to contribute to the work of the Care Van team. Your level of commitment is 
determined by YOU-every little helps the cause. 
  
       VOLUNTEER                       DONATE                               PRAY  
  



Christmas Fair 
 
Yes it really is that time of year again! 
 
Saturday 18th November 2.00 – 4.00 in the Graham Institute and new 
Church Hall 
 
Your support is vital to making this event another success, we would 
welcome donations for the stalls and volunteers to help on the day. 
There will be the usual Christmas hamper draw and for this it would be 
really helpful to have donations in by Monday the 13th November to 
give us time to make up the hampers. 
 
The other stalls will include, baking and home produce, tombola, 
general prize draw, children’s lucky dip. 
 
We would particularly welcome donations for the Christmas craft stall 
– an opportunity for purchasing “that special Christmas stocking filler 
gift”! So please put you artistic / creative  skills to test over the next 
few weeks. 
 
Please no bric-a- brac this time, we still have enough from the spring 
fair. 
 
Contacts for the Fair are; Kate Dykes, Steven Whalley, Mary Turnbull 
and Doreen Calvert both of who are going to be away most of October. 
                                                                    



British Red Cross Annual Coffee Morning 
 
the British Red Cross Annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 7th October 
at 10.30 a.m. in the Graham Institute.  You could pop in either before 
or after you go the Market, for a coffee & chat - you will be most 
welcome.   
 

 

Esk and Tweed Eco-congregation network Meeting 
Carlops - Monday October 2nd. 
 
The next meeting of the Esk and Tweed Eco-congregation network will 
be held in Carlops Church at 7.30pm on Monday, October 2nd and I 
would like to invite you to attend. Our speaker will be Alasdair 
McKenzie of McKenzie Pentland and he will speak about 'Waste 
Management', followed by discussion. 
 
It would be helpful if you would let me know whether you plan to 
attend. 
 
Jo Blackburn ( co-ordinator ) 
 

 
Stamp Appeal Reminder 
Last year’s stamp appeal raised the total sum of £4,334.  
 
The 2017 appeal is for the Giffen Institute of Theology(GIT) of the 
Presbyterian Church of South Sudan to help buy books. Having recently 
relocated to Kakuma, a refugee camp in Kenya, GIT is looking to stock 
up its library for students. This year’s stamp appeal will help to do just 
that. 
 
In support of this project, please leave used stamps in the box in 
church.  Thank you. 
Margaret Ramsay 



 

 

                     West Linton               Carlops              Newlands 

Oct 1 Murray 
Campbell 

Harvest ECO 
Communion 
6pm Nancy 
Norman 

Harvest  
Nancy Norman 

Oct 8 Nancy Norman Nancy Norman Mary McElroy 
 

Oct 15 Nancy Norman Mary McElroy 
 

Nancy Norman 

Oct 22 
 

Nancy Norman Nancy Norman Patsy Campbell 

Oct 29 Murray Campbell Harvest ECO 
6pm Communion 
Nancy Norman 

Harvest  
Nancy Norman 

  
 

  

Nov 5 Chris Levison Communion 
Nancy Norman 
6pm Nancy 
Norman 
 

Chris Levison 

Nov 12 10.45 
Remembrance 
Nancy Norman 
 

9.45 
Remembrance 
Nancy Norman 

Remembrance 
Jim Watt 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 October November 

Door Duty 
Tony Hoskins £ 
Margaret Ramsay 
Jimmy Dripps 

Anne Lyon 
Michael Knott 
Robert Wilson  £ 

Readings & 
Welcome 

Daryll Green 1st 
Colin Herd 8th & 15th  
Helen Bruce 22nd & 29th  

Kirsty Crick 5th & 12th  
Oliver Hoskins 19th & 26th  

Flower 
Arranger 

Nancy Porteous  

Flower  
Donations 

Marianne Jack 
Flower Festival 
Anne Diamond 
Flower Fund 
Flowers in memory of 
Sybil McMurdo 

 

Driver 1 
Driver 2 

Anne McDairmid      
660495 
Robert Wilson           
660121 

Mary Turnbull   661 737 
Steven Whalley 661158 

 
 
 
 
The deadline for the June Magazine is Tuesday 31st October. The Nov. 
Magazine will be available on Sunday 5th November.  
Copy to Jimmy Dripps, email:  jimmydripps@btinternet.com 


